This collection of 10 articles sets out to provide guidance in the management and treatment of patients with memory disorders, and addresses itself to psychologists and other professionals involved in the rehabilitation of the braindamaged patient. A large part of the book is devoted to methods of alleviating a memory deficit by means of external aids, internal mnemonic strategies, attention retraining and drug therapy. Sensibly, the authors recognize some of the pitfalls associated with such treatment programmes: a buzzer which sounds every hour will be of little value if the patient cannot recall the significance of the 'reminder'; training on a specific task may have little transfer to everyday memory functioning. The authors argue cogently for the need for accurate assessment of each patient's disability so that a rehabilitation programme can be engineered according to the needs of the individual. What is lacking, however, is critical evaluation of the therapies described. Anecdotal accounts of successes and failures are given, but there is a dearth of controlled studies which examine the success of treatment regimens, for example, in relation to the nature of deficit and the relevance to everyday memory functioning. The patients described in the volume tend to be distressed by their memory problems and motivated to improve. However, for clinicians whose experience suggests that awareness of deficit is inversely proportional to the severity of amnesia, the impact of these rehabilitation methods in significantly alleviating the problems of organic amnesia is likely to be viewed with some scepticism. Emphasis varies from section to section: there are six pages of operative sketches depicting pneumonectomy and lobectomy, whereas the account of patent ductus arteriosus is extremely short with virtually no information about presentation and diagnosis. The management of pre-term infants in heart failure with patent ductus arteriosus is not mentioned.
The paediatric section contains a number of statements which I found difficult to accept: 'Most choledochal cysts are diagnosed at laparotomy' -what about ultrasound and endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatographic examination? 'The anastomosis of bile duct stump to a Roux loop leads to a high incidence of cholangitis'. 'No matter what operation is done for biliary atresia, cirrhosis is almost invariable within 18 months to 2 years'. The problems raised by antenatal ultrasonic diagnosis of congenital defects are not mentioned.
The book comes over as a worthy but unexciting volume which shows clear signs of already needing updating and tighter editorial control to coordinate the various contributions to produce a more uniform approach. This volume is an account of a symposium held in Bethesda, Maryland in 1983, edited by two pathologists. The target audience defined on the dust-jacket is so wide as to include anyone with any interest in biology or medicine. Only one of the 67 authors comes from outside the USA (Sweden), which gives the book a parochial flavour. About one-third of the contributors are medically qualified and most work in non-clinical areas, so the physician approaching this book hoping for a clinical orientation will be disappointed. Even the presentations on Alzheimer's disease concentrate on models and rarely mention patients. The research activity taking place across the Atlantic in the fields of normal ageing and age-related diseases cannot fail to impress, and contrasts markedly with our own puny efforts.
The symposium addressed itself to three main topics, viz., basic ageing processes, mesenchymal ageing and the ageing brain. The papers on biological ageing were disappointing. Each was a presentation of previously published work with no real attempt to integrate results with other workers, nor were the implications made clear to the non-cognoscenti. The reviews in the second area were better but to this reviewer concentrated a little too much on the minutiae of methodology. In one of the discussions, which incidentally are all well edited, I was brought up against the impact of my own ageing. A presenter had to explain to the audience that Rod Laver was the McEnroe of a previous generation! This volume probably has a place on the shelves of libraries where non-experts may dip into it. Only workers directly involved need buy a personal copy. The book is essentially a statement of where we are at in the areas covered but fails to address itself as to how we arrived and where we should go next.
MICHAEL LYE
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University of Liverpool This volume is a report of the proceedings of the 15th Annual American Red Cross Scientific Symposium of 1983. There are two things that set it slightly apart from the usual rapid publications in specific research areas: firstly, its scope is somewhat wider, spanning the whole field of immunohaematology, with separate sections on platelets, monocytes and granulocytes including a large amount of cellular immunology, and finally clinical bone marrow transplantation (BMT); secondly, many of the contributions are not papers describing specific experimental details, but solid reviews of the subject, for example on tissue specific and systemic alloantigens and in particular the class I and II histocompatibility locus systems. There is also a good review on cell adhesion molecules, particularly fibronectins, including their role in various clinical disorders from sepsis to malignancy. I found the section on monocytes slightly disappointing, more by what is omitted than what is covered, since the newer surface antigens (ZG and EM) are discussed in detail. However there are no papers on monocyte regulatory influences in the humoral or cell-mediated immune response.
The bone marrow transplantation section reviews the history of BMT and covers graftversus-host disease, the various methods of trying to prevent it, the use of monoclonal antibodies and the important supportive function of the blood bank. We are reminded how only a few immunocompetent T-cells may be required in the graft for the establishment of graft-versushost disease. There is an informative review on autologous BMT, the different tumours that can be treated and the various conditioning regimens.
If there were a central theme to this book it would be the HLA system, its characterization in the laboratory, our increasing understanding of the separate roles of class I and class II antigens and thereby its immunoregulatory function in antigen processing, induction of tolerance to self antigens and how this relates to clinical bone marrow transplantation. This volume will therefore appeal to many laboratory scientists and clinicians interested in the field of human immunohaematology. Certainly anyone contemplating doing HLA mismatched bone marrow transplants will have a lot of food for thought! I look forward to future volumes in this series as our basic knowledge of the stratified nature of immune regulation unfolds.
CHRISTOPHER H POYNTON
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Temas de Coloproctologia J Lentini (ed) pp 936 (2 volumes) Barcelona: Editorial Fontalba 1982 This is a multi-author encyclopaedia of coloproctology, with most of the contributors coming from the Continent. It does not set out to be fully comprehensive, but selects those themes which are of the greatest current interest in this important branch of medical and surgical
